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first beginnings of that Roman jurisprudence which has conquered the world. He then describes the reign of the philosophers, drawing special attention to the vast number of philosophical sermons through which many heathen orators, the successors of Dion Chrysostom, tried to effect the same object as the Christian preachers. The theology of Maximus of Tyre was very nearly Monotheist, and he thought all forms of worship were only a more or less unsuccessful attempt to reach the same ideal.
The philosophers, however, had their faults. There was a fair sprinkling of rascals amongst them as well as of lunatics, like Peregrinus, who burnt himself to death at Olympia for the pleasure of being talked of. Very many even of their better men were quite as narrow-minded as their Christian adversaries. Fronto, as we have seen, influenced his pupil against the Christians, and a good deal of persecution took place in the reign of Aurelius, although at a distance from the capital. It must not be forgotten that even the "fierce Tertullian," who remembered those times, spoke of the " great and good Emperor" as the protector of his co-religionists. The persecutions really proceeded from the populace, the wretches who lived for the sports of the Amphitheatre and were little better than demons.n to do well.".
